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be the most reliable man. Under this
clause the department has ample power
to deal with the matter and the amend-
ment only protects innocent people from
molestation at the hands of any spite-
ful person.

Question put and passed ;
amendment agreed to.

Nos. 15, 16—agreed to.

No. 17—Add the following new clause
to stand as 2421:— All proceedings
under sections 242a, 242h, 242¢, 2424,
242e, 242f, 242h, 242i, 242j, in any
court shall be heard in camera; and it
shall be unlawiul to publish in any
newspaper o report of any such pro-
ceedings. Penalty: For a first offence,
One hundred pounds, or hmprisonment
with or without hard labour for not
exceeding six months; for any sub-
sequent offence Five hundred pounds,
or imprisonment with or without hard

the Council’s

Jabour for mnot exceeding twelve
months * :

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: - I
move—

That the amendment be agreed to.

Mr. GILCHRIST : What is the
reason for this amendment ? Will there
be any safeguard to proteet those who
are being proceeded against ? Proceed-
ings 4n camera against & person are
always dangerous, although I under-
stand the necessity for keeping these
matters confidential. I presume a full
and clear account of the proceedings will
be kept for reference at any time ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOQOOD : ] think
the amendment is advisable. After all,

people will not be charged with crimes
under this measure. In the event of
the departinent possibly making a mis-
take, it would be very inadvisable to
have it published in the newspapers
that a woman, say, had been charged
under this measure. Even if the pro-
ceedings were justified, publication would
be altogether undesirable. The child-
ren’s court is conducted much on the
same lines as are laid down for the
court under this measure.

Question put and passed, the Councii’s
amendment agreed to.

Nos. 18 to 21—agreed to.

Resolutions reported, the report
adopted, and & Message accordingly re-
turned to the Council.

DISCHARGE OF ORDERS.

On motion by the MINISTER FOR
WORKS, Orders of the Day,—2Mine
Workers' Relief Fund Bill {(second read-
ing), and Nos. 10 and 11, Attendance
of mmember before select committee of
Legislative Council {Council’s Messages),
were discharged from the Notice Paper.

FHouse adjourned at 10-29 p.m.

Pepislative Council,

Thursday, 18th November, 1815.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3
p.m., and read prayers.
PAPERS PRESENTED.
By the Colonial Seeretary: 1, Fre-

mantle Harbour Trust, report of Com-
missioners for year ended 30th June,
1915. 2, State Children Aet, amendment
of rezulations. 3, Health Act (a) regu-
lations re meat inspection and branding,
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{b) food and drug regulations. 4, Perth
Public Hospital, rules and regulations.
5, Moora local board of health, resolu-
tion adopting model by-laws. 0, Jetties
Regulation Act, regulations.

BILL—ROAD CLOSURE.
Rieport adopted.
Read a third time and passed.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
Report adopted.

Read a third time and returned to the
Assembly with amendments.

BILL—SUPPLEMENTARY LOAN,
£1,300,000.
Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—~Central) [3.6] in moving
the second reading said: The faci that
this Bill asks for authority to raise a
sum of £1,300,000 must not be taken as
indicating that no loan moneys are avail-
able. The balance under the previous
Loan Act at 30th June, 1915, available
for flotation was £2,250,376. That was
the balance of the authorisation, but por-
tion of that authorisation was earmarked
to the Commonwealth loan. The sum
thus earmarked was £1,291,669 Iless
£202,600, the amount of Treasury bills
being paid- off. Thus the net amount
available for flotation under aunthorisa-
tion already received from Parliament
was £1,361,000. As is always done in the
case of Loan Bills, provision is made
herein to ecover requirements up till
Mareh, 1917. Of course the Loan Esti-
mates provide only for anticipated ex-
penditure until the close of the
finaneial year, 30th June next. The
Loan Bill, however, covers an addi-
tional period heyond that, of nine
months, se nearly as such future
expenditure can be now forecasted. The
returns submitied will show jiorn mem-
bers that practically no new items are
included, that the chief object of this
Bill is to seeure an extension of existing
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authority to permit the completion of
works authorised under previous Loan
Acis. The sehednle sets out the speeifie
works, the Bill itself being merely an
authority, to raise funds for those works;
the Loan Estimates, on the other hand,
authorise the expendifure. Members will
no doubt desive to know something as to
the public debt of the State. The total
at 30th June stood at £37,022,622; at the
close of the previous financial year it
was £34,420,181. The sinking fund al
the respective dates stood at £3,692,103
and £4,068,888. Thus, while the public

debt increased during the year by
£2,225,656, the sinking fund rose
during the same period by £376,-
785, Local stock to the amount
of £85,840 fell due during
the year, and of this £78,185 worth
wag renewed for a further period,

the balance having been found from the
sinking fund, At the close of the last
financial year the publiec debt per capila
was £101 12s, 10d. The per capita in-
debtedness may, however, be further re-
duced by £11 6s. 1d. in respect of loan
indebtedness incurred for specific pur-
poses in regard to which the money will
eventually be repayable to the Treasury,
of eourse with interest. Such indebfed-
ness is represented under the headings,
Agricultural Bank, £2,675611; assist-
ance fto sebtlers, £602,110, and workers’
homes, £533,876. Seeing that the repay-
ment of those moneys is provided for,
the public indebtedness in this regard
may be looked upon in a different light
from ofher loan moneys; it does not re-
present loan indebtedness in the same
sense as other expenditure. There is one
ilem in the Loan Bill in connection with
which hon. members may require some
information, elthongh I have very little
information to add in respect of it to
that which has already been supplied to
the House. I refer to the item of
£200,000 for State steamers. In Jannary,
1914, it was decided to dispose of the
“Western Australia” as soon as a snit-
able opportunity presented ifself. The
Government baving come to that decision
realised that it was necessary to look
about to secure a suiteble vessel to take
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her place and the decision was that we
should buy ne more second-hand ships,
but that we should build a ship, and we
got into touch with Sir Jobn Biles, an
eminent authority, and on informalion
supplied to him by Mr. Stevens and his
staff, Sir John Biles drew a rough plan
of a steamer which would be suitable to
replace the **Western Australia,’’ as a
passenger and cargo steamer with
space for live stock and  with
provision also for easy conversion
into a chilled meat ship. Soon after
that the war oececitrred and the mat-
ter was allowed to drop, but about eight
months ago we had many inquiries
in regard fto the “Western Australia,”
and we were strongly advised by Sir
Newton Moore and one of the leading
ship brokers of London to send the
“Western Australia” to London. Then
the question of building a ship to take
her place again came into prominence,

and Sir John Biles was supplied
with further information in respect
to the matter and he was asked

to prepare designs for a new ship.
The class of ship that the acting manager
of the State Steamship Service required
was a Diesel engine vessel. Sir John
Biles made inquiries with the result that
he stated that in consequence of the war
it would be several years hefore one
could be built. I think he said it would
be four or five years hefore a Diesel en-
gine vessel could be built. Then if was
decided to alter the plans so as to pro-
vidle for an oil-fired ship with
geared turbines that could bave been
built within 12 montbs after the end
of the war if the order had been
given four months ago. Subsequent-
Iy Sir John Biles cabled that there
was a Diesel engine ship being built, but
he eould not recommend it; il was not
the elass of ship suitable to replace the
“Western Australia.” Mr. Stevens, after
gettmg some particulars, came tfo the
same conclusion that this vessel eould not
snitably replace the “Western Ausiralia”
on the north-west coast. After giving the
maiter some consideration and recognis-
ing that we were erecting freezing works
at Wyndham, Mr. Stevens asked for fur-

ther partieulars in regard to the vessel.
He ascertained that she was capable of
earrying 6,700 tons dead weight, that she
had 800 tons of oil storage, that her oil
consumption was nine tons a day, that
the price was £140,000, that ber grain
carrying capacity was 6,200 tons of
wheat in bulk and, after going carefully
into the matter and making ealculations
on the basis of freights as they were
some months ago, he arrived at the con-
clusion that she would make a profit on
a round trip beiween Western Australia
and London of £40,000, the idea being to
utilise her—pending the completion of
the Wyndham works—in the oversea
trade and as soon as the Wyndham
works were finished to put her on be-
tween Fremantle and Wyndham until the
new steamer proposed fo be built had
been completed.  Then she wonld be
taken off that Tine and placed between
Wyndham and London.

Haon. J. Duffell: Did you say £14,000
for the round trip%

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: No,
£40,000.

Hon, R. J. Lymn: For the round trip
or for the year?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: For
the round trip. The question of finance
arose. We thought, in the present con-
dition of the finanees, it would be unwise
to involve the State in such a large ex-
penditure if we had to pay cash down,
and we ascertained that one of the in-
surgnee companies of London would be
prepared to finanee the deal. When the
offer was submitted to us through Sir
John Biles, there was a provision that
there should be no publication of sale.
They would not give an oplion over the
ship, as is shown by the file, but they
agreed to hold it open. Consequently we
had to decide at once whelher we would
purchase the ship or not. We ecould not
submit it to Parliament becanse there
was a direct probibition to the effect that
there should be no publication of sale.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: The Government
should not go into that class of business.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY :
There was no opticn over the ship. They
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simply held her open. The neeessity for
providing a ship for the Wyndham
works had to be considered. We could
not proeeed with those works unless we
had a ship available te bring down the
product after it had been treated at the
works. It was admitted by Sir John
Biles that the price of this vessel was
high, but he said it was not unreasonable
and we simply took over the contract.
A Danish firm had given the coniract to
Harland & Wollf and the Government
simply purehased the firm’s eontract.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: At the price they
were going to pay?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes.
The usual method adopted in connection
with the building of ships is not to state
the figure at which the ship will be com-
pleted. One has 40 deal with repatable
firms and they make provision for the
purchaser to pay the cost of all material
and all wages and then thev tender on a
percentage basis, 18 or 20 per cent. on
top of the eost. That is the basis and
what we did was simply to take over the
eontract which had heen entered into he-
tween the Danish firm and Harland &
Wolff. T may be asked how it is that the
Danish firm did not take over the ship.
The Board of Trade would not permit
them to do so. They could nof take de-
livery of the ship, being aliens. That is
the position as we discovered it when the
“Western Australia” went Home. DPre-
vious to that, so long as the vessel was
not likely to get into the hands of the
enemy, the Government had no objection
to the transfer, but by the time the
“Western Australia” reached London the
regulations had been made more strin-
gent, even so stringent as this, that the
“transfer would not be permitied to
people of eountries in sympathy with us
and who have shown their sympathy. I
cannot go further in explanation of the
sifuation. Mr. Kingsmill said he was
under the impression that we intended
this boat should replace the “TWestern
Australia’! and he came to that eonclu-
sion from my replies to questions in this
House. He insinuated that when I gave
those replies it was the intention of the
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Government to use the Diesel ship for
replacing the “\Western Australia.” T
would like to refer to the guesiions and
the replies, The hon. member asked—

Have the Government sold the s.s.
“Western Australia” or are negotia-
tions in hand to that end? TF so, will
she bhe sold by public tender?

My reply was—

The “Western Auvslralia” has not
been sold, but she has been placed wilh
a firm of shipbrokers for the purpose
of sale. TPublic tenders will not be
ealled, as it is not customary in ¢he
shipping business to dispose of boats
by that method exeept for breaking up,
and the Government are satisfied that
the firm of brokers employed is in
louch with likely buyers of a stecamer
snitable only for special work. A re-
serve has, however, been fixed.

The hon. member further asked—

Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to purchase a steamship to re-
place the “Western Australia’’? Are
negotiations proceeding for that pur-
pose?

The reply was—
The Governmenf are considering the
tuestion of placing an order for the
building of a ship to replace the
“Western Australia,” and at the same
time convey chilled meat from Wynd-
ham to Fremantle; but have been ad-
vised that even if the orders were given
now, it would be impossible to com-
rlete same earlier than within 12
months after the end of the war.

That would have been a complete reply

to the question but I gave further in-

formation which T need not Bave given,

as follows:—
Tn view of this and the necessity for
making provision for dealing with the
produet “of the Wyndham meat works,
ihe Government have taken advantage
of an opportunity which offered to

secure & twinsscrew Diesel engined
steamer, on the repart of Sir John
Biles, fthe eminent naval architect.

Until the works are finished, the vessel
will engage in the carriage of Western
Australian produce to London, return-
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g with Government material and
generai eargo. She will then Le insu-
lated to carry chilled meat to Tre-
manile; and afierwards, when anolher
ship—which will be absolutely neces-
sary—has been buitt to take her place
on the Wyndham run, she will be util-
ised for the carriage of frozen meat
from Wyndham to London.

Every word of thal answer wns abso-
Intely correct and is correct to-day, and
I think the hon, gentleman will admit it.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: It is,
ately, too true.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I do
not know whether the hon, genileman is
eatisfied but I will dea] with his second
set of questions.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: T have intimated
that T am more than satisfied..

The COLONIAI, SECRETARY: The
hon. member asked—

1, With what firm of shipbrokers
has the steamship “Weslern Aunslralia”
been placed for sale? 2, What is the
net amount involved in the purchase of
a steamship to replace the “Western
Anstralia” 7

The replies were—

1, Gilbert J. MeCanl & Co., Wall-
brook, London, E.C. The senior mem-
her of the fira, Mr. Tredwen, is chair-
man of the Australian Merchants’ As-
sociation in London, is a member of
Lloyd's, the Baltie Shipping Associa-
tion, and of the Government Commit-
tee nppointed to fix the rates of freight
for chartering ships for Admiralty
purposes, 2, £140,00¢. It is presumed
the question refers to the new Diesel
ship and not to the vessel proposed to
be built later, as oullined in answer to
question given on Tuesday last.

That is fair.

Hon. W. Kingsmiil:
than ingenuous.

The COLONTAL SECRETARY: 1
explained that it referred to the Dieser
engine ship and not to the vessel pro-
posed to be built later, as ontlined in the
answer to the question on the previous
Tuesday. The £200,000 in the Loan Bill
not only represents a sum to cover the
vessel which has been purchased, but also

unfortun-

More ingenions

an additional sum to provide for the
vessel whicelh is to he built.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: After the war?
The COLONIAL SECRETARY
After the war, That vessel is to be a pas-
senger and eargo ship with provision for
300 head of livesiock and 700 chilled car-
eases, No order has heen given yet; we
are awaiting the consent of Parliament
and, if the order he given, it will be a
long period after the termination of the
war before the vessel can be constructed.
The I’remier has given an assurance to
the Assembly that no aetion will be taken
in regard to the building of this ship
until authorily i1s secured from Parlia-
ment, The Loan Bill simply gives auth-

ority to borrow the money. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH (KEast)
[3.283]: T do not intend to oppose the
second reading but there are one or two
items to which I would like to direct at-
tention before the Bill is passed. The
Colonial Secretary has made reference
lo the existing position of the loan funa.
[t is worth while pointing out that the
loan indebtedness of the State at the end
of June, 1915, had risen to a total of
£102 per head of the population. Sinee
then it has been inerensing at the rate of
abhout £250,006 a month and the popu-
lation unfortunately has not been in-
creasing, and I do not know that there
is any immediate prospect of it inereas-
ing, If we add on to the £102 per head
of the population at the end of the last
finaneial year, the loan indebtedness ae-
eruing during the last few months and the
amount now provided for, it will be
found that very shortly our loan indebt-
edness will be over £100 per head, even
if we deduct the £11 per head to which
the Colonial Secretary has referred as
heing money we are likely to get hack at
no very distant date, It is worth while
noticing, too, that in the last four years
gince the preseni Administration have
heen in power, the loan indebtedness per
head has inereased to the extent of £30;
that is, an increase of £30 for every man,
woman and child in the State.
During the previous four years the in-
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crease was from £68 per head to £73—
from £68 19s. 6d. to £73 10s, or an in-
crease of only £4 10s, per head for the

four years under the previous Adminis-
iralion, whilst under the present Admia-
istration there has been an inecrease of
£30 per head for a like period. When
this loan money has been raised and
spent, it will mean an increase of £30
per head even if we allow for and de-
duct the £11 per head advanced through
the Agricullural Bank and the Workers'
Homes Board and by way of assistance
to farmers. In this connection I should
like the Colonial Seeretary, when reply-
ing, to give us some information regard-
ing the Agricultural Bank; because the
Agricultural Bank is one of those insti-
tutions for which no provision is being
made in this Loan Bill. T should like to
have some assurance ibhat the Agricul-
tural Bank is properly provided for, and
that there is money in this Loan Bill for
the bank to carry out its ordinary obli-
gations; hecause I am strongly of the
opinion that if that is not the case it will
be wise for the Government to knock out
some of these items and substitute an
advanee to the Agricultural Bank.
Whichever way it goes it will mean
money spent in the State; and I am
guite certain that the money spent
through the Agricultural Bank by the
seltlers in this State will yield more per
manent good results to Western Austra-
lia than will money spent by the Govern-
ment themselves, no matfer in what diree-
tion. Another point on which I am sorry
we bave not had more information is the
prospect of raising this money. We un-
derstand that conferences have been held
in Melbourne, but apparently nothing
definite has heen arrvived at, The latest
information we have is that the State
Treasurers will probably get about half
the amonnts they require. If that is the
cage, I think Parliament ought to be con-
sulted as to which half of this proposed
loan expenditure should be knocked out;
hecause, obviously, if we get only
half the money we reyuoire, then
uonly half of these works ean be
put in hand. Do the Guoverument
contend 1t is right, in circumstances
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like those, that the matter should be left
entirely to the diseretion of the Govern-
ment? | do not think so. If the Gov-
ernment ask for authority to spend 1%
milliens or two millions, as the ease may
be, in 12 months, and outline to Parlia-
meut the works on which it is proposed
to spend the money, well knowing that
they cannot get more than balf the
amount, surely that is equivalent to not
cousulting Parliament at all, beeause it
is left entirely to ihe whim of the Gov-
ernment to say which of the works shall
be proceeded with and which shall be
hung up. In those cireumstances it is to
be regretied that we do not know what
the prospects are of raising this money,
because I eontend that if there is no
prospect of raising the whole of the
mouey, then the Loan Bill should provide
for what is likely to be raised, and the
expenditure for the year shonld be dis-
tributed in accordance with the sum
likely to be raised and not in accordance
with the sum the Government wounld
like to borrow. Take, for instance, Item
8 on the First Schedule: it is proposed
to spend £8(,000 between now and March
of 1917 on the FEsperance Northwards
Railway and also £42,000 on the Esper-
ance jetty—a total of about £123,000,
There are a number of other railway
votes on the list, and I ask, if the Gov-
ernment do not get the whole of the
money authorised by this Loan Bill,
which of the works are to be given pre-
ference? I have already contended that
certain of our settlers, and particularly
those depending on the conlinnalisn of
the Yillimining-Kondinia Railway,
have been seriously prejudiced by the
removal of the railway plant to Esper-
ance and the commencement made with
the Esperance Railway. I contend that
not only the interests of the settlers, but
also the interests of the State as o whole,
have heen prejudiced by that proceed-
ing. There can be found in the area to
bhe served by the Yillimining-Kondinin
extension two or three individual farms
which, combined, {his season wiil pro-
duce more than the whole of the Esper-
ance district will produce. T say wilh-
out hesitation—and am prepared o back
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my contention by facts—that one eould
pick ihree farms in thai area, which has

been deprived of ils Tailway, that
togeither will produce more freight
for a ralway this year than the

whole of Esperance distriet will produee;
and as the seasons go by it will be borne
out that the Government have done =
very wrong thing in delaying railway
communieation in that highly produetive
centre in order to give rapid railway
communication in a place which is rather
of political than of economiec import-
ance, Then there is another item, that
for the electric power station at Kast
Perth. During the year ended on the
"30th June, 1915, £148,000 was spent on
this work. In addiiion to that consider-
able expendifure, it is now proposed to
spend £182,000 on the power station,
bringing the total to be spent by the end
of next year up to £330,000. Then,
£25,000 is to be spent by the end of
March, 1917. In all, for this particular
work the total will be something over
£400,000, about £430,000. It was never
contemplated by Parliament when this
underiaking was entered upon ithat i
was going to eost such a huge amount,
and | trust we shall have from the Colo-
nial Secretary some assurance thai this is
going {o be Lthe end of the expenditure
and that the work will shortly be com-
pleted for that amount. Then there is the
ilem of Perth tramways. First we had the
loan of £350,000. Then there was a fur-
ther amount of £52,000, and now there is
yet another amount of £42,000, making
a total for the Perth tramways of £644,-
000 to be spent by March, 1917. And
what is that expendilure going lo do in
the way of ziving us the cheap fares and
all the things we were promised by the
Government when they wanted to Dbay
the trams for £4750007 That amounnt
of £475,000 has grown to £644.000; and
the latest balance sheets of the tramway
system indicate that the surplus of in-
come over expendifure is not sufficient
to pay interest and depreciation on the
money expended. The deduciion is that,
as was stated at the time the Govern-
meni proposed the purchase, the price
paid for the trams is about double what

(o0}
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they were worth. There is'another item
on whieh I should like some information,
and that is the State smelter at Ravens-
thorpe, which is down for £50,000, “ad-
vances on ore and working expenses.”
It seems to me a curiously unbusiness-
like proceeding to borrow money for the
working expenses of an enterprise of
that kind. I should like to know exactly
what is meant by it, and what prospect
there is of getting this money back. Is
it a pood scheme to borrow money in
order to pay working expenses?

Hon. W. Kingsmill: Yes, when it is
recouped immediately.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH:
money is recouped immediately,
ably the scheme would be good; bat
what are the prospects of immediate
recoup in this case? Then, I think it is
fitting we should have some information
regarding the expenditure on the Wynd-
ham jetty and the Wyndbam Freezing
Works. Apparenily what the Govern-
ment contemplate spending by the end
of March, 1917, is far in execess of what
this House was the other day led to be-

If the
prob-

lieve the vndertaking was going to cost.

The other day we had a statement—
an official statement, I understand—that
the Government fear now that they have
lost the 1917 seasen. Before this vote is
passed we should know somcething as to
what the total cost is geing to be and
when the works are likely to be eom-
pleted. Then in regard to the increased
vote for the State Tmplement Works. We
are told that last year there was a loss
on these works of £30,000—an enormous
joss considering the comparatively small
nature of the undertaking. We are told
that there is 2 loss of £30,000 after
taking account of all  indebied-
ness to the works and of the
value of all materials on hand. Since
then it has been stated by the late mana-
cer of the works—I do not know with
what knowledge or auilhority he speaks,
but he has freely circulated the state-
ment amongst members of Parliament,
many of whom, myself included, have
received a letter from bim—that the loss
since the beginning of the year has heen
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at -the rafte of £10,000 per month. So
far, that assertion has not been denied;
and in support of it we Lave the state-
ment of the Minister controlling the
works, in reply to o question as to the
partienlar ariicles the works were pro-
ducing at a profit, that everylhing the
works were making was causing 2 loss.

Hon. J. Cornell: The late manager of
the implement works is a distant rela-
tion of Baron Munehausen.

Hen. H. P, COLEBATCH: We have
the statement of the Minister in charge
of the works that everything they are
doing at the present time is done af a
loss, The late manager has been out
for some time, and the Government have
had ample opportunity fo find oui how
ihe works stand. Surely we are entitled
to some information before we pass addi-
tional loan expenditure in this connee-
tion. Then there is the State Fish Sup-
ply, for which there is an ilem of £4,000.
Apparenily £2792 of that amount has
alveady been spent. I do not know whe-
ther there was any authorisation of Par-
liament for it, but of this amount of
£4,000 it appears that £2,792 has already
been expended. I think probably, when
we come to the item, the Coloniul

Seeretary will be able to tell us what he.

is going lo do with the halance, and will
also be able lo give us some idea of
whether the venture is turning out profit-
ably or not. An anuouncement was made
the other day that the State fish stalls
in the metropolitan area were to be closed,
and that the reason was that certain
members of Parliament objected to the
scheme. That would be the only occa-
sion on which the Government have shown
the slightest inclination to take notice
of the opinions or wishes of members of
Parliament opposed to them.- I think
we are entitled to know whether that was
the sole reason. Do the Government in-
tend to close down the fish stalls merely
heeause certain members of Parliament
objected to them, or is it a fact that the
fish stalls are losing so heavily that the
Government are glad to jump at any
exeuse for shutfing them up and there-
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fore throw the responsibilily on members
of Parliament? Do the Government in-
tend lo make a cry at the next general
election, “The Liberal members of Par-
liament whom you so foolishly elected
have eriticised the undertaking, and there-
fore we have heen compelled lo close it
up”? ls that the real faet, or is it not
a faet that the fish stalls are to be closed
beeawse il is considered injudjcions in
the present stale of finance to keep on
any more losing venlures than the Gov-
ernment can help? The only other ilem
1 intend to refer to is that for State
steamships, £200,000. 1 hope 1 may
be able to supplement to
smail extent the information that
the Colonial Secrelary has presented
to the Housa. But, first of all
it is eurious to note 1hat £145,000
of this amounti is to be spent before the
30th June. Now, is that a fact? Is it
not a fact that the Government bought
this new ship for £140,000 or £150,000-—
T am not quile sure of the fignre—at 5
rer cent., and that in order to pay for
it they hamded over bonds io the mnount
of £175,000 at 4 per cent.? It appears
to me as though that venture will de-
plete the amount of this loan authorisa-
tion by £175,000, and not by only
£145,000, Of course, if the Government
borrow the money at 5 per cent., prob-
ably that may not be the ecase; but if
we assume that they are only going to
spend that £145,0000 by the end of June
next—and that is what is intended on
these Loan Estiimates—are we not en-
titled to know what is going te be done
with the remaining £55,000% 1t is to be
spent between the 30th June next and
March of 19172 That appears to be the
present intention of the Government.
What i1s the amount to he spent on? Tz
it contemplaled that the existing steamers
will need the expenditure of £55,000 from
loan money (o put them in order, or is
it intended to buy another steamer? The
£143,000 is to pay for the ship that we
understand is already bought, and T do
not know what the remaining £55,000
15 for,

The Colonial Secretary: A pew ship.

gome .
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Hon. H. . COLEBATCH: If that
is the case, is it not wise for this Cham-
ber to take into consideration first of
all the guestion of the ship that has al-
ready been purchased, and even if the
Chamber is disposed—some members
probably will not be—to vote the money
for that purchase, are we not entitled
to consider whether in view of that pur-
chase it is wise to give the Government
money and anthority to buy another ship?

The Colonial Secrelary: We have
given an assurance that we will not take
any action wilhout econsulting Parlia-
ment.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: But some
other Government might corme inlo power,
who would use this auihorisation without
laking the Legislative Assembly into
consultation,  If the House voie this
£55,000, I do not see how, when the mat-
ter comes np for diseussion later on, they
can refuse their sanciion to the purchase
of another steamer, having voted the
money for the purpose. We were told
that when this boat was purchased it was
stipnlated that there should be no publi-
cation of the negotiations. T can very
well understand it,  Members may be
interested in learning that there were fwo
ships being built at this time for the same
company, the East Asiatic Company, of
Copenhagen, Denmark. One was ealled
the “Panama” and the other is now
called the “Kangaroo.” The “Panama”
was complefed at the end of March of
this year. The “Kangaroo” was com-
pleted a month or two later.

The Colonial Secretary: About six
weeks ago. .
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : The

“Panama” was completed in March of
this yvear, and the “Kangaroo” was com-
pleted a few months later. The Western
Anstralian Government paid for both
these ships. ’

Hon. J. F. Cullen:
choice.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Xo, they
took the dinghy, and the other people
had the big ship. The Western Austra-
lian Government paid the cost of build-
ing both the “Panama” and the “Kan-

And took their
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garoo.” 1 have here the facts in a trade
journal,

The Colonial Seeretary: What is your
authority ?

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : The
“Panama” has a length of 427ft.; the
“Kangaroo” a length of 365ft. The
“Panama” has a beam of 55ft. 2ins., and
the “Kangaroo” a beam of 50ft.  The
“Panaina” has a moulded depth of 3Bft.
6ins., while the moulded depth of the
“Kangaroo’ is 26ft, 7ins. The “Panama”
is designed fo carry a dead weight of
9,035 tons, while the ecapacity of the
“Kangaroo” is 6,700 tons. The “Pan-
ama” has a speed of 12 knots, and the
“Kangaroo” a speed of 11 knots. The
“Panama” has a horse-power of 3,500,
while that of the “Kangaroo” is 2,250.
The “Panama” is described as the last
thing in earge boats, as being one of the
finest ecargo vessels now in service, and
the cost of the “Panama,’ completed in
March, was £83,000. She is half as big
again as the “Ilangaroo”; she excels the
“Ilangaroo’ in every particular.

The Colonial Seeretary: Where did
you et the information?

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH : T can
supply it to the hon, member. She cost
£83,000, and on that scale the “Kan-
garoo” would have cost not more than
£60,000.  The amount the Government
paid for the “Kangarco” was £14(,000,
so it will he seen that that money built
hoth the “Panama’ and the “Kangaroo.”
It may be said that in consequence of the
war the value of shipping has gone up.
But does that account for such a huge
discrepancy?  An infinitely better boat,
with a earrying eapacity of half as much
again, and in speed a knot an hour faster
than the “Kangaroo,” costs £83,000.

The Colonial Secretary: You ought to
state vonr authority.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH : Tt is taken
from a trade journal, the Texaco Star,
published in Texas. Tt was given to me
by a shipping man, who says he has neo
doubt the fizures are correct. T can give
the book to the Colonial Secretary. He
is quite welcome to find out anything he
can in regard to it. There are the facts
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as slated, and as I say, a reputable ship-
ping man las told me it is a reasonable
price, and he has no reason for thinking
it is other than accrrate. And then there
is another difficulty in regard to
this bhoat, which does not seem to
have been considered, namely, the
matter of insurance. Perhaps the
Colonial Secretary will be able to
give us some information on that point.
Another trade journal, the Daily Com-
mercinl News and Shipping List, of
31st August, disensses the auestion of the
insurance eompanies’ position in regard
to the Diesel engines, and not wnfavour-
ably to the Diesel engines. It is rather a
lengthy article, and T have no desire to
read it all. But after stating that the
insuranee companies have awakened to
the fact that the insurance of Diesel
engines has hit them scverely in the past,
and have now become chary of this line
of insurance, the writer sefs oul with the
1dea of sugresting some means by which
the makers of Diesel oil engines and the
insurance companies can arrive at a rea-
sonable fariff, because the present posi-
tion is that the ecompanies will not take
the risk, or else they charge an exorbitant
premiam. That is a matter upon which
I would like the Colonial Secretary to
enlighten us when replying. VWhen the
Bill is in Committee 1 intend to raise
these few poinis which I have referred
to, and T will also move for a reduection,
if not for the striking out altogether, of
this £200,000. T think we shonld strike
out the lot: but even if we do not, if
finally it appears that, the money having
been paid, it would be difficult for the
Government to gel ont of the deal, we
shall still have tn eonsider the position;
even then we <chanld strike ont the
£55,000, beeanse voling this for the pur-
chase of a new ship wonld be tantamount
to expressing n—proval of the deal in
respect to the “Kangarco.” We are told
that the “Wanca=no” was sold because
the English Gover:ment wonld net per-
mit her to go {0 Den—iark. Does not that
suggest that ths owners were foreed to
sell? Tt is vsval »hen a person is foreed
to gell; the Buyer is not forved to buy,
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and he generally makes a reasonable bar-
zain, he usually gets full value for his
money. It is mostly in the other cireum-
stances, when somehody is forced to buy,
and nohody wants to sell, that we have to
pay more than we ought to pay. In this
case apparently they had to sell.  How,
then, does it come ahout that we paid the
value of two ships instead of one? And
on the question of the freight earnings
of the “Kangaroo”: If it is a fact—it
zeems fo be the fact—thalt we paid
£140,000 for a boat that ought to have
cost not more than £60,000, she may,
during (he term of the war, he able to
pay her way. but directly the war is over
we will be in the position of having a
£60,000 boat which will have to earn in-
terest and sinking fund and depreciation
on £140,000. 1t cannot he done. To my
mind it appears to be one of the worst
deals the (fovernment have ever made.
We see the reagon why we were told there
must he no publication. Naturally there
must be no publication, no diseussion. If
there was publication or discussion, how
conld the Government have bought this
boat for £140,000, when probably publi-
cation and discussion would have quickly
revealed the fact that another hoat halt
as hig again, superior in every particular,
had been lannched a few months earlier
at a eost of £33,000. I can see no other
zood reason why the sellers should have
insisted upon this condition.  Another
roint: We are told that the Government
simply stepped nto the place of the East
Asiatic Company, but we have not yet
been todd, and I doubt if i 18 a faet,
thal the Government bought this steamer
from Harland & Woolf. Did Harland &
Woolf get the £140,0002

The Colonial Seecretary :
Asiatic Company.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: That is
exactly what * happened. The Asiatie
Company got the £140,000.

The Colonial Seeretary: There was a
ccuirat bhetween the Asiatie Company
and Harland & Woolf to fake over the

hoat.
Hon. H. P. COLEBATCIH : Bui Har-

land & Woolf did net get the £140,0007

No. the
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The Colonial Secretary: I think they
did.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: 1t is a
poiut upon which I would like 1o be as-
sured. The Easi Asiatic Coy. gol the
£140,000 for the “Kangarco.” The
“Panama” cost £33,000 and, on ilte same
scale, the “Kangaroo” would lLave cost
themn £60,000. So the position is that the
Western Australian Government paid for
the 1wo boais and took the little one,
while the Asialie Coy. got what has been
described as one of the finest eargo bhoals
in service, for nothing. That appems to
be the position,

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: Ts that a reflec-
fion on the Government’s honesty?

Hon. H. P, COLEBATCH: I am not
questioning anybody’s honesty. T am
taking the facts. Bir John Biles snid the
price was high. ’

The Colonial Secretary: But not un-
reasonable.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: What does
that wean?

Hon. W. Kingsmill:
and Company said if.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: Did not
Sir Jolm Biles also say that it was nof
to be understood that he was recommend-
ing {le purchase of the vessel? Ii may
liave heen represented to Sir .John Riles
that the Government were bound to have
a ship, in which case he would report
that although the price was high, as the
Government musi have a ship they had
betfer take this one. Only the other day
particulars were published of how ihe
“Wesiern Australia® came to he sent to
f.opdon to he sold. The Government got
the advice of the Agent (eneral on the
matter. And how? They sent a cable to
the Agent General asking him to consult
a well-known shipping broker in London.
to secure his advice, and in turn to advise
the Government whether or not to send
the vessel Home.

The Colonial Seecretary: Thai is abse-
lutelv incorrect.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: It was
publiched onlyv the other day., T do not
think the Colonial Secrefary will deny
that.

Sir John Biles
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The Colonial Secretary: You stated
thal the Governwent asked soméone to
approach the Agent General.

Ton. H, P. COLEBATCH: I said no-
ihing of Lhe sort, I said that the Gov-
ernment cabled the Agent General and
asked him to secure advice from a ship-
ping broker in London; and I say that
on the same day a Fremantle firm sent
a cable to the same broker lelling him
that the Government were anxicus that
the Agent General should advise tliem to
send the vessel Home. And I say further
that the Governmeni paid that Fremantle
firm the cost of sending the cable. We
can mosily gelt what advice we want if
we go about it the vight way, and if Sir
John Biles was told that we must have a
ship he nught easily have said, “Well,
ihe price of this one is high, but as you
must have a ship, it is not unreasonably
high.”

Hon. W, Patrick: It might have been
the company, and nol Sir John at all,
who advised,

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH: The Colo-
nial Secrelary is welcome to all the in-
fovmation at my disposal, and if he is
able {o refute it, so much the betier. As
the position stands, it looks as il the
Western Auvustralian  Government had
paid for two ships, taken the smaller one,
and allowed the East Asiatie Coy. to take
the other fine ship, costing them nothing.

Hon. J. 1. HOLMES (North) [3.59]:
Mr. Colebateh deall with the question of
finanee generally, and in the end eon-
fined his obhservations to an attack on the
State Steamship Service. The remarks
of tie Colonial Seeretary in moving the
second reading hovered prineipally round
the same subject, namely, the vote of
£200,00 for the purchase of steamers for
the Norlh-West trade. As a representa-
tive of that provimee, and knowing the
difficulites the people up there have to
rontend with, I am bound to see ithat any
and every facility is given in order to
meet their requirements. The North bas
never received the consideration that il
shonld receive, either in this or in another
place. Sooner or later this House must
come to realise ihe possibilities of the
nortbern portion of the State, Onde they
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renlise these possibilities they are bound
In jusiice lo that portion ¢t the Staie to
give them facilities for the development
of that area, 1T will admit ihat the Gov-
erament facklad this proposition direclly
they cume into office and ceadeavoured Lo
provide faeilitics for marketing the pro-
duce from the North, such Facilities ns
were never previcusly provided.  They
made an honest attempt to solve the prob-
lem. As to whether they have snceeeded
or not, we all have cur own individual
opinions. Nevertheless, the fact remains
that in my opinion there was an lonest
attempt to cater for the bona fide require-
ments of the North. The Government
having failed through want of eapacity
more than anything else eonsequently one
has to be generous in diseussing this pro-
position of State steamers in the develop-
ment of ihie North by means of providing
transport facililies, remembering that
1he Government did nol know whal aelion
was  required and wounld not consult
those who did. I favour fthe poliey
of State steamers for the northern por-
tion of the State, purely for the reason
that there must be transport Faeilities in
{that porlion of the State, for the people
there cannol have the railwavs which are
given lo oiler people in the southern
portions of the State. I have always {av-
oured the proposilion of State steamers
in order (o carry out that object, bul 1
always have found, and will eonlinne to
find fault with the manner in whieh the
Stale Steamship Service was established,
1t was established without the authorvily
of Parliament and for that the Govern-
ment deserve Lo be eenzured, They have
been censured in‘ this House and in an-
other place, so far as voies and speeches
will permit. The Government should
clearly understand their duaties. whieh
are defined for them, and the powers of
Parliament which are also defined.  Tf
they do not- understand the rosilion the
soonter they attempt to do so  the
helier. This Government or anv other
Government cannot he allowed to con-
linue to flont the powers of Parliament
and inenr expenditure, and then come
aleng subsequently and ask for an en-
¢lorsement of- their wrong-deing. There
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are {imes, I admit, when Minisiers must
act promptly in the interests of the coun-
try and depart from the golden rule.
When they do that Lhey should, at the
earliest opportunity, consult Parliament
and tell Parvlinment exactly what they
are doing and what they propose to do.
It is no excuse, to my mind, to come
along afterwards, as is their practice,
and i1 does not appeal to me as an ex-
cuse when lhey say (heir predecessors
have done the same thing. ‘That is
no defence at all.  In discussing Che
Estimates in another place the only de-
fence was that (he predecessors of the
Government had done the same thing.
It is an excuse which ought not to be
put forward at all. "1f one Government
do wrong it is no juslification for another
Government to do wrong. It would be
idle for me to stand up in the dock on a
charge of murder and plead that some-
one else had eommilted a murder as
justificatton for my also doing so, or
stand up in the dack on a charge of theft
and plead that some one else had com-
mitted a theft as justification for my
doing likewise. It is no defence for the
Covernment to say Lhat their predeces-
sors have flouted Parliament in the past
and that they are justified in doing the
same thing. TIn connection with the pur-
chase of the “Kangaroo,” even in that
case, though Parliament was sitfing and
necotiations were going on for Lhe pur-
chase of the steamers and the Govern-
ment, I understand, had a definiie offer
for the purchase, they did not intimate
the faet {o Parliament. Parliament, T
say, was silfing at the fime and ihe least
the Government could have done would
have been to have secured an option over
{he boal o that no one else eonld get hold
of her, and taken Parliament into their
eenfidence and seen whether Parliament
would endorse their action or mot. T
am perfectly satisfied that, provided the
hoat is a snitahle one, this House. if
anproached in a proper manner. and if
the thine was fully diseussed and under-
stood, would have no hesitation in per-
mitling the Government {o purchase a
suifable steamer for the developwment of
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the northern portion of the Siate. My
objection is not (o the purchase of the
steamer, but to the manner in which the
nurchase was effected, provided, of
course, that she is a swnilable boat for
the purpose for which she s intended.
It is an easy malter to justify the neces-
sity for the provision of proper facili-
ties for the northern portion of this
country. There are millions of acres of
pasiora] areas al the present Lime up
there inhabiled by aborigines, country
equal to that in any olher part of Aus-
tralia for catile raising, but until proper
facilities are afforded that country will
remain inhabited by uaborigines. Once
given proper facilities for the market-
ing of produce from those areas,
I  helieve we shall have stations
established in the North-West portion
of the State country which will
provide much of the meat required for
the world’s market. [ have already com-
wended ithe Government for making the
coniract for the completion of the freez-
ing works at Wyndham, and for arrang-
ing that those works should be com-
pleted by Mareh, 1916. Where I differ
from the Government is in regard to the
cancellalion of the coniract, which was
a good one, and under which the State
was likely, according to the Govermment,
olficers, to save at least £30,000, and at
the same time lo secure the completion
of ihe work at a fairly early dale. 1T
helieve that had Nevanas been left alone
he would have completed the work
nccording to the contract. He had made
a good slart and had bought the neces-
sary material and had already got zoing,
ard was only prevenied from compleling
the work by reason of the fact that the
steamer which the Government had
undertaken to give him for the carriage
of his malerial was taken away from
him. I commend the Government for
makine the contraet, but regret that they
eancelled it. These freezing works are
mixed up with the purchase of the
“Kangaroo” and the purchase of steam-

ers for the North-West coast and the
development of the North. We have

to realise that we have to live upon our

_there is trouble.
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exporis for some years to come. In the
past we have been living in a tool's para-
dise. We have been living on horrewed
moeney. We know what it is 1n our own
business. 1f we chose to sit down and
do noihing so leng as the bank manager
passes our cheques it is all right, but
when the bank manager sends for us
For years past we have
been living on horrowed money. [t those
who were getting money were earning it
and we were getting value for the money,
it would not so much malter, but they
were getting the money and were not
earning it. We have now reached a
critical stage in our hislory. We cannot
find money 1o provide for the eonstrue-
tion of big works. We cannot go on, and
the result is that we have to fall back up- .
on our exports. Anyihing that is done
to facilitate exports, be it meat, wheat,
or anything else, is going 1o tend towards
the prosperity of the country. In order
to live upon our exports or upon what
we produce we have first to produce the
goods and live upon them afterwards.
The policy we have been adopling in the
past is to horrow money (irst and then
trust lo Providence as to whether we can
ever pay it back. We have now fo live
upon our exporis. T do not know of any
export trade thal would be heiler than
that of producing exporlable meat. Es-
pecially is this so for small men, if small
growers will only go to the North and take
up undeveloped couniry and develop it
and produee catile or sheep. If there
is one thing that will assist in that de-
velopment it is the establishment of
freezing works at Wyndham, and also at
other ports along the North-West coast.
The egtablishment of these works will
have lhe same effect upon that portion
of the State ag the establishment of
similar works has had wpon Queens
land, and also have an effect simi-
lar lo that which (he establishment of
freezing works had upon New Zealand.
The Government were right in taking the
furthest port of the Stale away from the
market for the estahlishment of those
works, the most diffienlt part of the
State to get at. They were right in
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tackling that proposition as they did,
and in letting a eontract, but they were
wrong in caneelling that eontract. They
were right in establishing a fleet of
Stale sleamers in order to shift the pro-
duce whieh no other company was pre-
pared to do. But they certainly shounld
have, in my opinion, consulted Parlia-
ment. I believe that if Parliament had
known the facts it would have endorsed
the action of the Government. As to the
necessity for transport serviee in the
North-West, T need only mention one
case that came under my notice this year.
A man named Dillon, a small pastoralist,
who had battled along in the Kimberley
areas for several years and had lived
{he life of a blackfellow and had no
eapital to start with, finally reached the
stage when he had 100 four-year old
bullogks it for market. The only market
to which he could send them was at
Fremantle. He could not send them
under the age of four years becanse they
could not stand the journey. e, there-
fore, shipped these 100 bullocks from
Wyndham to Fremantle at a freight cost
of £350, He landed 31 and lost 69. These
bulloeks at Wyndham, if the freezing
works had been there, would have been
worth £10 apiece, and they were worth
£1,000 to that man who had battled for
s0 many years to earn the money. He
shipped his bullocks down, as I have
said, and landed 31, which made the
freight £14 a head, he got a good
price for them, but having to pay the
charges, freight, ete., on 100 bulloeks, the
result was that he lost his 100 bullocks
and owed the agent £122. How can we
develop the northern portion of the Slate
m that fashion? The Government are
quite justified in establishing these freez-
ing works and in providing facilities, but
they seem to go the wrong way about
doing things. They will not listen 1o
those whe do know something about the
matter. If they took this House into
their confidence and got Ihe honest
opinion of this Chamber, instead of
listening to a carpet-bagger like Nevaunas,
they would have got better resnits. They
have not listened to advice in the past,
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but 1 hope lheir recent experience will
convinee them that the proper sysiem
is to consult Parliament, where they will
gei an honest opinion from those who
do know something about the matter. As
to the necessity for providing shipping
facilities for the North-West portion of
the coast, this matter is becoming more
acufe than ever. Those whe were en-
gaged on the coastal trade have found
much more profitable business -for
their ships elsewhere. They are not
philanthropists. They have  found
a morve profitable business in send-
ing their ships abroad. They send
them away where they can get the best
return for their eapital. The northern
portion of the State will be faced
this coming vyear with a more diffieult
position than ever owing (o the faet that
some of the ships engaged in the ceastal
trade will find, and have found, better
em}.loyment elsewhere. The Government,
having fwo boats on the ecoast, will re-
lieve the sitnation to some extent. Even
the two boats that are there will not meet
the conditions that are likely to arise.

. Hon. R, G. Ardagh: They will want
a couple more.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: If the Govern-
ment want another ship, and they do
want if, it would be unwise not to give
it to them. T was hoping that the “Kan-
garoo” was going te turn out the right
ship and that thalt wounld be the justifiea-
tion for her purchase. Tt appears, how-
ever, that she is not the right ship, What
we want is such a ship as deseribed by
the Colonial Seeretary, that is, a boat
that will earry passengers, cater for the
passenger trade between Wyndham and
Fremantle, that will carry 300 or 400
live cattle. and frozen meat as well. T
was hoping that 1the “Kangaroo” would
meot those requirements, but T find she
does not do so.

The Colonial Seerelary: The “Kan-
garco’’ will hring down 5.000 carcases.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We do not want
5,000 carcases at a time. If we bring
down 5,000 carcases at a time we will
need to have storage facilities for that
guantity at this end.
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The Colonial Seeretary: This other
thip wonld bring down 700.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: What is wanled
is a ghip which will carry assengers on
the main deck, live stock in ‘tween decks,
and frozen meat in the lower hold.

Hon. W. Patrick: Little and often.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We do not want
a ship which will carry 5,000 carcases
at a time until we have the facilities down
here for handling them, If we had those
facilities we would have to hold much
of the stock for too long a period. The
remarks I have made prove conelusively
that this portivn of Lhe State eannol be
developed without proper transport. The
reason, 1 undeistand, the “INangaroo™
was purchased was due to the faet that
the Government had made a contract with
Nevanas for the completion of the works
in March nest, and there were no facili-
ties for getiing chilled or frozen meat
away. That is the position that presented
itself o me as soon as I disrovered that
this contraect was made. The difficulty
that presented itseif to me was that we
wonld bave frozen meat works ready for
next season and we had not a ship on
the coast to meet the trade. I went to
the trouble to get into communication
with people in the trade to see if they
could provide facilities for bringing Lhe
frozen meat from Wyndham to Fre-
mantle during the next year and they did
not eniertain the proposal at all. Whether
they eould met a better price for carry-
ing livestock I know not. but they did
not entertain the proposal at all,
ihe fact remains that no effort was made
on the part of other companies to pro-
vide farilities for gelting frozen meat
from Wyndham in March of next year.
The Clovernment, with more forethought
than T gave them credit for, saw the
diffienity and set about to solve the prob-
lem. They lnoked around io see where
they could get a boat to carry the chilled
and frozen meat from Wyndham to Fre.
mantle, and the only boat offering that
would he suitable was the “Kangaroo.”
and they started out and purchased it.
Tf thev had come to the House and told
the House they intended to do this,
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and had mentioned the difficulties,
1 think mcembers would have com-
senlel  to the purchase of  the
steamer, and avoided (the ({rouble

which has now arisen. 1t is only the
Government’s—I was going to say cus-
sedness—in keeping the people’s business
to themselves. They fail to understand
that this is a people’s business and not
a Labour party’s business, The purchase
of steamers for the carrying of produce
in Western Australia is a people’s busi-
ness and the people should be kept in
toneh with what the Government are
doing, The purchase of the “Kangaroo”
was decided on in order to bring frozen
meat from Wyndham next year, About
this time Lhe eontract with Nevanas was
cancelled and there was no necessity for
the “Kangaroo” to bLe obtained for the
frozen meat during next year. I have
some doubts now as to when the works
will be eompleted. TFirst of al}, it has
to be remembered that the frozen
meat works have drifted from a contract
job to that of day labour. We know
what happens down South here, where
the climatic conditions are not so severe
as in the North, when you drop the con-
tractor and take up day lahour. A doubt
has arisen in my mind as to when the
freezing works will be ready. One Min-
ister has expressed a doubt whether they
will be ready in 1917. When the steamer
was purchased there was no way, as far
as T can learn, out of the difficulty than
by getting hold of the sleamer “Kan-
zaroo” and arranging lo put her into
the trade, Nevanas’s coniraet was can-
celled about the same time as the pur-
chase of the steamer was completed. The
cancellaiion of the eontract did away -
with the urgency of the purchase of the
“Kangaroo.” If Ministers had been in
touch as to what was going on in the
different  departments, this diffieulty
should not have arisen,

Hoan. J. F. Cullen: Perhaps they had
to keep if secret from each other.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The fact re-
mains that when the “Kangaroo” was
purchased there was no idea as to the
express date when the works would be
completed and until they are completed
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the usefulness of the “Kangaroo” cannot
be availed of. My regret is that
Parlinnent was mnot  eonsulted. It
would have simplified matfers consider-
ably, and justice would have been done
to the northern porfion of the State
. without opposition being created to the
Government acfing as thev have done,
It is an easy maiter to make out
a good case, not only in the estab-
lishment but in maintaining a steamer
gervice for lhe northern portion of the
State which deserves the consideration
which it has never had in the past. One
other matter I would like to mention in
connection with fhe North-West area is
the difficuity that is likely to erop up in
connection with the mail service. The
Government were carrving the mails in
the “Western Australin™; the boat was
purchased for that purpose. The “West-
ern Australia” has been sent away and
the “N2” has taken her place. This is an
interned boat and as soon as the war is
settled the Government will be ordered,
presumably, to return the “N2” to some
person, The Commonwealth Government
are now calling for tenders for the car-
riage of mails to the North-West. These
tenders are returnable on the 20th De-
cember. The coniract is for three years.
I should like to know if the Government
propose to enter into a contract for three
years without a boat to carry the mails,
especially if the “N2” is taken from
them. which is likely to be the case? If
the Government do place themselves in
this position the people in the North will
also he in a very diffieult position,

Hon. R. G. Ardagh:
boats.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If the Govern-
ment want more boals they had hetter
purchase suitahle ones. If the “N2” is
taken away fhe “Kangaroo” will not be
able to take her place, as this hoat cau
not go in or out of the ports. She is too
slow and too hig a boat to carry the
North-West mails and she cannot earry
riassengers. She is not speedy enough fo
do the round trip in the fime. The
“Kwinana” will earry stock as well as
any hoat in the trade, but zhe is nof suit-
able for the carriage of mails and passen-

They want more
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gers and the result will be a very diff-
eult problem to evolve. The Government
rannot take the “Kwinana” off the {rade
she is now engaged in and plaee her in
the eattle trade, especially as she is more
snitably employed elsewhere. If the
Government enter into this mail couniraet
for three vears and the “N2” is taken
away, there will he difficulty as (o the
northern mail service. The Government
showld consider this matter seriously and
take the House into their confidence. -

The Colonial Seeretary: We cannot
enter into a contract unless provision iz
made for a ship.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The mai! eon-
Lract commeneces in Mareh of next year
and the Minister has told us that it will
take a year after the complelion of the
war before the Government will be able
to get a ship built. Tenders for the mail
contraet are returnable next month and
the new contraet commences on the lst
March next year. If the House gives the
Government the money to purchase a
steamer, they cannot carry ont the eon-
traet which ecommences in March of next
year. They cannot get a steamer huilt
until 12 months after the war is ended.
This is a maiter which concerns my eon-
stitnents and I want a definite expres-
sion of opinion from the Minister. 1 do
not want the Government to go on and
take a contraet at a ridiculons price by
squeezing private enterprise out, know-
ing that the only ship they have which is
capable of carrying the mails is likely fo
be taken from them at any time. The in-
troduction of oil versns ecoal is worthy of
considerafion. Y have pointed out {hat
we have now to live on our exports, and
if we use Collie coal it would still help
us lo live on what we produce, but we
have bonght an oil vessel and we have to
bring the ¢il from ancther part of the
world. That will minimise the benefit to
be gained by the export of meat. In order
to nse the oil steamer, we shall have to
go to a big expenditure at Fremantle and
also at Wyndham for we shall have to
put in big oil tanks at Fremantle which
will cost a huge amount of money, and
these oil tanks will liave to he isolate? and

‘will have to have some connection with
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the wharf, so that (he oil ean be served
direct io ihe steamer. This will involve
a huge expenditure.

The Colonial Secretary:
State.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: Is the oil com-
rrany going to put the tanks in then?

The Colonial Secretary: They have
offered to do that,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Then the Gov-
ernment are in the hands of the company
for all {ime for the supply of oil. I have
no hesitation in saying that if the Gov-
ernment had, during the past year, pro-
vided proper bunkering facilities——

The Colonial Seeretary: Would nol
the 0il company be in the bands of the
Government ?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I do not think
we need disenss that. We know how
Nevanas handled the Government and we
have a fair idea of how the oil
company will sueceed, if the Gov-
ermunent come into competition with
the oil ecompany, and it is a mat-
ter of brains and condueting business.
The bunkering trade has been neglected
and if proper facilities had bheen pro-
vided for Collie coal the trade would
have developed considerably. Year after
yvear the Government set their faces
against providing those facilities and in-
stead of fostering the industry 1lhey
blocked the export of the coal, or
the uwse of it on the high seas,
where it could do no damage and
encouraged ils use on the railways
where 1t was likely to do damage. This
is a matter that the Labour members
would do well to note, namely, the in-
trodnction of an oil ship on the West
Australian ceoast to the exclusion of
coal. There is another matter that TLa-
bour members might well consider and
it is the fact that the State Steamship
Service is the first combination in Aus-
tralia which has admitted that it has
heen compelled to squeeze ont the fire-
men on their boats in order to run them
properly. An admission of that deserip-
tion was made in the House the other
night. The Labour Government have
realised, and I honestly believe it has
been instrumental in making them decide

Not to the
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in favour of the ol ship, that they can-
not iolerale the lirewen and loeal labour
eonditions.

The Colonial Secretary: We realise

that.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: We hope that
the Government will benefit by their ex-
perience. The faet remains that through-
out the Commonwealth the first concern
to say that they cannot tolerate firemen
and the existing labonr conditions any
longer is the State Steamship Service of
\Western Aunstralia eontrolled by a Labour
Ciovernment. It has been declared
by the State steamship management
‘“We cannot stand organised labour; we
ure golng tv substitute an oil for a coal
steamer, and we shall have the oil laid
on from a tank and we shall be able to
charge the steamer by merely turning
on a tap.’’ That is the proposition which
Fabour members must eonsider. I men-
tion it in case they have overiooked it.
There i1s no necessity to labour the ques-
tion further. All I desire to say is that
the purchase of anything like a suitable
steamer for our northern coast has my
support. I know the difficulties which
exist, and hon. members, when they re-
alise these difficulties, will he pleased to
extend the hand of good fellowship to
the people up there. My objection is to
the procedure which has been adopted.
Tn justice to my constituents I am bound
to oppose any proposal to wipe out the
vote to provide for the paymeni of this
or any other steamer which is likely to
be an aequisition to the people on the
north-west coast. I condemn entirely
the manner in which the purchase was
made. Privately owned ships are going
into foreign waters, and there is a large
quantity of livestock to be bronght down
from the North,

Hon. W. Kingsmill: This new ship will
not lake it.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: It will materi-
ally assist. 1 do hope that because the
matier has been wrongly introduced to
the Chamber and becanse members are
incensed at not having been consulted,
that the item will not be struek out. I
believe that the purchase has heen com-
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pleted and that the expenditure likely to
be incurred will be £145,000. The House
will be prepared to pay for the steamer
but it might strike out the additional
sum and then insist that TParliament
shall in the fulure he consuited before
any purchase iz made. I shall be with
lien, members if they do that, but as this
new vessel has been purchased and has
to be paid for, T trust that there will be
no opposition to the amount going
through, If we refuse to pass the amount
complications ‘may arise,

The Colonial Secretary: Do you think
it will be possible this year to purchase
another oil boat.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 would not
like to express an opinion on that point.
I am trying to express an opinion on a
matter that I know something about. I
defy the hon. member to saoy at the pre-
sent time whether he could or could not
purchase another oil wvessel. It de-
pends entirely upon the duration of the
war. The point I wish to make is that
our loeal ships having gone into foreign
waters, the recent acquisition by the Gov-
ernment is bound to be useful. The
Slate Steamship manager told me, and he
made no seeret of it, that he eould char-
ter this new vessel ont for three years
and probably get back the purchase
price. If thal is the case we have not
paid too much for i, but I would be
sorry to hear that the vessel had been
chartered out until we are satisfied that
the products of the North can be moved
Sountl this year without her assist-
ance. We eannot blame private en-
terprise for more profitably employ-
ing their ships in foreign waters
when the opportunity arises. [ repeat
that the new wvessel will be of consider-
able assistance on the North-West coast
and I trust the amount will not be struck
oul,

On motion by Hon., A. G. Jenking de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.

Message received from the Assembly
notifying that the amendments made by
the Counecil had been agreed to.

[COUNCIL,]

BILL — METROPOLITAN WATER
SUPPLY, SEWERAGE, AND

DRAINAGE ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Hon. W, KINGSMILL (Metropoli-
tan) [4.30] in moving the second read-
ing said: 'This Bill which hon. members
have hefore them is introduced by me
more in the pature of a hint than any-
thing else. Hon. members whe have fol-
lowed the course of {he Matropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage. and Drainage
Departinent for some time past, will
know that a great deal of beart-burning
15 eansed by (hat department by ihe man-
ner in whieh their aceounts are rendered
io honsehnlders. Tn the firsi place house-
holders who come under the operalion
of the department in question always
state, rightly or wrongly, that they have
been svstematically overcharged for the
work done on lheir premises. But the
overcharge is not (roceable to any par-
tieular item beenuse the department in
the past has heen in the habit of refusing
to give details of expenditure, and it is
still doing so. Tt is true that these de-
tails have been extracted from them when
it came to a question of the last issne,
the refusal to pay unless details were
furnished. The department made a rule
Ihat they would de last what they should
do first, that is render a detailed state-
ment of the expenditure ob 1he premises.
I dare say that the Aect in question is
suseeptible of a zood deal of judicions
amendment in other direetions, but I am
taking the step of hringing this matter
hefore the Govermnent in a practical
way, and as the result of certain ques-
fions which T asked the Government and
to which T received eminenily nnsatis-
factory answers, I am laking this step
in order lhat the Government may see
that T, at all events, am not inclined to
play with 1he question anv longer. Tt is
quife within the provinee of a private
member at any time. if the Government
will not do so, to take action. We have
waited practieally through two adminis-
trations for such action to be taken, but
nothine has heen done, and therefore. I
have looked upon it as my duty, as one
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of the members representing the Metro-
polilan Frovinee, lo take such sieps us
may be necessary to bring the matler
more cogently under the molice of the
Government. The Act gives the Minis-
ter power in defaull of the owner or
occupier not completing the sewerage or
drainage of hizs house within a eeriain
time to take snch steps to complete that
sewerage and drainage, and the proposed
amendment in the Bill sels out that—

The Minister afler taking any action
anthorised in the last preceding sub-
section shall deliver to the owner or
ceeupier of the property on which the
work bas been earried out a detailed
slatement showing the cost of labour
and material and of all other expendi-
ture incurred in earrying out the work.

1t is an endeavour to put the operation
of the department on a husinesslike foot-
ing.  We know well that if in private
life a tradesman were lo come to our
house and do eertain work, and he were
to put in a bill for a lump sum, we would
immediately think that tradesman had
something to conceal, that he was en-
deavouring to extort money from us by
putting in the lump sum instead of giv-
ing the details of the expenditure. That
of course is not a charge that counld be
brought against the Government, al-
though many of my constiluents who
complain do asecribe those molives, as T
know wrongly. to the department in ques-
tion. It is a matter of self-defence for
the depariment, as well as for the hene-
it and satisfaction of private individuals
that T have brought in this Bill. T am
nol particulavly znxious in view of the
Inieness of the session that it should go
through at this time. There i1s no reason
why it should not, but if there is any
feeline on the vart of the Government
that it i5 a Bill which should not bhe
introduced by a private member let me
sav at onee that if mv introducing the
Bill will have the effect of making the
Government submit a more comprehen-
sive measure, 1 shall be perfectly willing
lo give them the honour of so doing, and
T shall feel that I shall have carried out
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part of my dnty as one of the representa-
tives of the Metropolitan Provinee in
acling as I have done. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.
On mwotion by the Colonial Seeretary
debaie adjourned.

BILL—TICENSING ACT AMEND-
MEXT CONTINUAXCE.
Assembly’s JMessage.

Message from the Assembly received
and read nolifying that it saw no reason
lo depmrt from the decision conveyed in
its previous message. The Assembiy still
held to the opinion that the amcodments
made by (hie Council were not within the
Standing Orders” of the Assembly, bul
were contrary Lo Parlinmentary practice
in the Assembly and the British Iouse
of Commons. The numbered paragraphs
of Message 27 had no bearing on the
question, inasmuch as No, 1 did not ap-
pear io he supported by faet, and No.
2 referred to a Bill of anoliier character,
since (he measure amended was in ilself
an amending Bill os declared by its title
and subject-matier, and the amendments
made thereto were relevant to {he sub-

Jeet-matier thereof.

BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR REGULA-
TTON.
Lssembly’s Message.

Message from the Assembly received
amnd read nolifving that, while maintain-
e (hat the {ferm “licensed premises” had
not the restrieled meaning of those words
a8 used in the Laeensing Act, 1911, but
included Siale hotels, refreshmeni rooms,
vestaurant ears and clubs, as expressed in
the interpretation clause, nevertheless re-
quesied the Couneil to loy aside the Bill
with a view {o¢ the introduciion of an-
ofher Bill.

On motion by the COLONTAL SEC-
RETARY (1ion. J. M. Drew), Bill laid
aside.
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BILL—SALE OF LIQUOR REGULA-
TION (No. 2).
Received from the Assembly and read
a first time.

Second Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
Jd. M. Drew—Central} [4.51] in moving
the second reading said: The principle of
the Bill is identical with that of the Bill
which has been laid aside, bul seme alter-
ations were necessary. LUnder the pre-
vious Bill, provision was made for the use
of Coumonwealth rolls in connection with
the referendum, Under this Bill we shall
use lhe Stale rolls, because the refer-
enduma will be taken in conneclion with
the Council elections in May next. If
we used the Commonwealth rolls next
May those rolls would be at least six
months old, and it wonld be far hetter in
the civenwsiances lo use nur own rolls.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: The Commonwealth
or the Assembly?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
Assembly rolls. ;

Hon. F. Connor: Is nol this a waste of
printing?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
move—

That the Bill be now read o second
time, ’

Hon. J. J. HOLMES (North) [1.52}:
1 secured tiie adjournmenl of ithe debate
on the previous Bill, and 1 iniend (o ex-
ercise my rnght now,

Houn. J. F. Cullen: To gef your speech
off?

The PRESIDENT: Ovrder !
Mr, Holmes lias the aundience.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES; To express my
views on 1his most important suestion.
I support the Bill, not because I approve
of it in Hs present form, but hecavse 1
welcome any opporlunity to amend the
liguor laws of this Siale.

Nember interjeeted,

The PRESIDENT: T wnst ask hon.
members not to inferrupt. 1f thex per-
sist in interrupting, T shall take notice
of il in accordance wilth ocur Standing
Orders. .

Won. 4. J. HOLMES: There i= no
gueslion of greaier importance hefore the

The hon.

[COUNCIL]

State at present. We were told that
three imporlani measures Lo be enacted
during (he present session were thuse
dealing with health, the liquor laws and
the conirol of lorse-racing, and now,
will indications of Lhe provogalion at
hand, we have made no progvess with {he
most  imporlant measure of the ihree,
namely, the amendment of the liguor
laws. As for the control of horse-racing,
whiech a few months ago seemed to be of
sueh importance, the Government have
apparently lost interest in ihat entirely.
1 hope thal, before we have finished with
this Bill, we shall bave a measure which
will he a eredit to both branches of the
Legislature, 1t is a matter whieh thonld
not be rushed. The MHouse cannot give
too much consideration to proposals to
amend the liquor laws. 1 may Lold pro-
nounced views on the subject, bui 1 look
upon the liguor traffic as the enemy in
our midst. We have sent our young meun
to foreign countries lo destroy (he enemy
abroad, and T believe it is up to us who
stay at home to tnckle the enemy within
our gates, and lhal enemy is drink, 1 do
not suggest thal the punblican is worse or
belter thian any other section of ihe cuw-
munity. From what 1 know of hotels
throughont Australia, the publicans here
conduet them as well as they are con-
ducled anywhere. This is a legalised
trade, and if we are going to interfere
with it we muysl be just and equitable
doing so, and I hope this Bill will re-
ceive ample consideration, not only from
(bis J:einl of view, but from every aspect.
1 regret (hat another place did not ac-
cept the amendment we nade fo the Li-
censing  Aet  Amendment Conlinuance
Ril, but they did not even diseuss it. 1f
iboy had discussed if, it would have faeili-
tafed maliers, In that Bill we cxpressed
an cpinion in order that another place
might vealise the consensus of opinion
here. We fixed the hours of trading
from 9 am. to 9 p.m. and introduced A
new princinle imposing a penuhy for
gshouling, Tt is regretiaple that another
place did nol seize the opportonity tn
discuss these amendments in order that
we might know (their views, so thai the
combined inielligence of Dboth 1louses
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could have produced a satisfactory mea-
sure. The elause dealing wiih suouting,
lhough vague and crude, introdneed an
important prineiple whiech another place
should have discussed, and, if necessary,
amended and enlarged upon. 1 nced
hardly add that T am opposed t¢ the
proposed referendum.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: That is the whole
Bili.

ITon. J. J. HOLMES: 1 am oppused
to it at this serions stage of the Siale’s
history, and would take uwpon myself the
responsibility of fixing the hours for the
closing of hotels. If we must have a
referendum, I will endeavour to have an
additional question put to the voters,
namely, “Are you in favour of shouiing
being a punishable offence?”

Hon. J. Cornell: That would be a gig-
antic question.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Ti is a gigantie
question. If there is io be no refer-
endum, I have a elause taken from legis-
Iation in the old counlry which I shall
endeavour to have inserted and, read in
conjunelion with our £5 penalty, it would
make an excellent provision. It reads—

No person shall, either by himself

or by-any servant or agent, sell or sup-
ply any intoxicating liquor to any per-
son in any licensed premises or any
club, fo be consumed on the premises
unless the same is ordered and paid
for by the person so suppliel; nor
shall any rerson order or pay [or or
lend or advance money to pay for any
intoxicaling liquor wherewith any other
person has been or is to be supplied {o
he consumed on the premises; nor shall
any person consume on such prenises
or club any intoxicating liguor which
any other person has ordered or paid
for or agreed to pay or lend or advanee
money {o pay for; providel always
that if such intoxicating liquor i sup-
plied or served for ecomsumpiion with
a meal and is supplied at the came
time and is consumed at such maal, the
provisions of this regulation shall not
he deemed to be contravened il the
person who pays for such meal also
pays for such intoxicating liqnor.

That gets over the difficulty about the
poor man being deprived of his beer
with meals while the rich man can drink
wine with his meals. That regulation in-
corporated in our legislation, together
with ihe £5 pemaliy, will meet the shout-
ing difliculty.  To reduce the hours during
which our holels may keep open will cer-
tainly reduce the consumption of drink,
but [ pin my faith for reform to the
putiing down of shouling. T the oppar-
tunity is takem to impose a penalty
for shouting, the benefits aecruing would
be such (hat, while this is a {emporary
measure we are dealing with, shouling
would ultimately be permanently pro-
hibited. I do not wish te say very much
as lo the manner in which another place
evaded its responsibility of saying yes
or ne to our amendments, except that
T do not think it was c¢reditable
to side-track over amendments. There
are various -reasons why we should
not allow a referendum on such a
suhject as this to be taken at any
stage, Dbut there are very urgent
reasons why we should oppose at the
presen( fime the ereation of turmoil and
frouble between the publicans and the
temperance, partv.  We should set our
face against putting one section of the
community against another by a referen-
dum or by any other means. As regards
the Federal referendums, whether the
Yederal Labour party found that they
conld not earry them or wheiher that
party desired to avoid turmeil and
tumuit, the fact remains that they aban-
doned the referendums, realising the seri-
ousness of taking referendums at this
junelure, The same argument applies in
favour of abandoning the referendum
profpoced under this Bill. Again, there is
the consideration of expense. Tf 1he
Tederal Government eannot (ind money
for the purpose of holding a referendum,
1 honestlvy think Western Australia can-
nol find meney for a State referendum.
T pass over the remarks of outside eritics.
some of whom will be prominent on the
publie platform to-night and probably
saying hard things about Parliament
evading its responsihility to amend the
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Licensing Act. Hard fthings have heen
said by those gentleman, and hard things
could be said in reply to those gentlemen.
I believe the desire of this Chamber, at
all events, is lo enact a fair, reasonable,
and equitable measure; and I resent eriti-
cism from people oulside, some of whom
abandoned the Chureh to go into hotel life
and went back into the Chureh only when
they tfound hotel life did not pay. IHow-
ever, I do not wish to slir up strife, and
I merely mention that in passing. For
the purposes of the referendum it is pro-
posed to divide the State into four elee-
torates. I will not be a party to making
it a erime for a man to have a drink in
Perth after 8§ o'cloek at night while the
man on the goldfields ecan drink untit
midnight with impunity. T will not be a
party to legislaling for one section of the
State. This House should legislate for the
State as a whole, and not for four differ-
ent sections of the State. One seclion
may vote for 8 o'elock as the elosing
hour, and another for eleven; and then a
crime js created at the dividing ling,
which mav be the middle of a sireet, so
that an hote! on one side of the strect will
close at 8 o'clock, its proprietor suffering
heavy loss, while the hotel *on the other
side could keep open fill eleven with the
resuit that its propriefor would have his
business doubled. T entirely approve of
the hours heing from nine to nine, or T
would make them from nine to eight, or
from eight to eight, or even from nine
to six. The more obsiacles placed in the
way of obtaining liquor, the better, in my
opinion; but if we are going to ruin fhe
publican’s business we must compensate
him. The position is very sertous. [
look upon the drink traffic as the ecurse
of Western Australin. When we find a

community of 300,009 men, women, and

children spending for last vear just upon
234 millions in liquor. we bezin to realise
the magnitude of the evil. And thai 234
milliors is arrived at, not after adding
the publiean's profit, hut simply by {ak.
ing the figures of Customs and Excice.
A community drinking to that extent can
surely pay compensation to the man
whose business may be ruined. One
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thing must be remembered in conjune-
tion with the other and we must have
equity and justice. The Bill provides
for a reduction in rent consistent with
the reduelion of trading hours. That
is a fair proposal for the tenant;
but there is no provision that
there shall he a reduetion of the
license fee. I{ the reduction of hours
will have such an effect upon the rental
value, surely it will have some effect on
the license value. While the owner is fo
make a reduciion to the tenant, the Gov-
ernment do not propose to make any re-
duction in the license fee.  The land-
lord or owner may at his present rental
be getting only bare interest on the
money invested. If we take away
25 per cent. of his rent, we may be
doing him an injury. I say unhesitatingly
that if we are going to ruin the trade of
individuals in order to henefit the com-
munity, ilhen a State which ean spend
234 millions in a year on liguor can afford
tn pay those individuals compensation. I
do wot keow whether men will be ruined
as a vesult of the passing of this Bill, but,
it they are, then some provision shonld
he made to compensate them. In previ-
cus remarks here on this subject 1 advo-
cated the anti-shouting proposal, and 1
am pleased to know that that proposal
kas grown in public favour. T travel
through the country. - I have recently
heen north as far as Meckatharra, and
have also heen south, T was born in this
State, and T know it thoroughly. T travel
considerably and meet all sections of the
community, and I have no hesitation in
stating that the country, with the ex-
ception of the Goldfields, is in favour of

putting down shouting. The gold-
fields represcniatives ean speak for
themselves ; but I know Thundreds
of men—my own friends, too—

who will be glad of the opportunity to
say “Legislation prevents us from shout-
ing.” They only want an excuse. They
realise the danger that is growing. I
think this Chamber should in this mea-
sure give them that excuse. There are
hundreds of men, strong men, men not
addieted to liquor in any way, who only
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want an excuse in order to embark on
this new reform. They have not the
moral conrage lo adopt that reform with-
out an excuse. Knowing that (o be the
case, we can realise the difficulty of the
man addieted to drink and wanting 1o
give it up, when it is offered fo him ai
every street cormer.  What happens to

troops coming here—the finest men {o be
scen on God’s earth, men going oul to

fight their eountry’s battle?  The one
black mark is drink. Not that the

troops themselves really wanf it. Looking
them straight in the faee, one can see
that thev are not drunkards. Many of
them are too young for that. But hotels
meet them at every street cormer, and
drink is forced on them by loeal resi-
deni{s. In my opinion, punishment eould
hardly be too severe for men guilty of
forcing drink on the troops. 1 say it is
the duty of this Chamber to put a stop
to that practice. Only a few weecks ago
1 saw a battalion of men halling in
Fremantle beecause there was a block in
traffic. There was an hotel immediately
opposite, and no sconer did the soldiers
come f{o a standstill than civilians rushed
into the hotel and brought ount drink for
the visiting troops, who were perfect
strangers.  An officer took a glass of
beer from the first man who eame out and
dashed it in that person’s face. T went
up to the officer and said, “Thal was an
incident” The officer replied, “I am
afraid I lost my temper; I am an Ensz-
lishman, and not used to this.” I said,
“I am an Australian, and I am proud
of what you did; you treated that mau.
as he should be treated.” Our local
reople, of course, thought ithey were
doing a good service to the visiting troops
by ecarrying beer to them in the sireet.
Personally T do not think anv penalty
too severe for such conduct. The officer
rebnked the man in the only way he
could. He spiashed the beer in the other
man’s face and smashed the glass on the
street. Yet we are asked to allow this
pernicions svstem of shouting to zo on.
T am not speaking on behalf of the trade:
T detest the trade, but I recognise that
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it is a legalised trade, and thal men have
been indueed to put their money into the
business. If by legislation we should
ruin rome of these men in order to save
others, others who are spending {hree
millions of money on liquor, the least we
can do is to give some compensalion to
those whom we may ruin. Only the
other day T said 40 a friend of mine. a
moderate drinker, “Do vou know ihat
the country is eonsnining nearly three
million  pounds  warth  of liquor?”
He replied “It is a disgrace to Lhe
country.” I =aid “Two and ihree-
quarler millions represenls £9 per head.
You have three adulls in your house and
four children. Seven times £0 is £63, or
equal lo 23s, per weck. Will vou fell
me that you are zetting through on 25s.
per week?? Te replied “No.” [ said,
“Well, you are doing more than your
share towards huilding up the ligquor
hill, and that without knowing it.* And
they never will know it until they stop
ponring liquor down the throats of peo-
ple who do not want it. If we have a
referendum there is one question which
shonld go 1o the people, namely, “Are
vou in favour of making shouting a pun-
ishable offence?”  When we amend the
Rill in Commitiee T hope we will strike
ont the provision for a referendum and
fix the hours ourselves, for my part the
carlier the better. If we proceed on
those lines we will minimise the evils
of the liquor traffic to the extent of from
75 per cent. (o 80 per cent. The amount
of money wasted in liquor must be
brouzht home to the individual in ordek
that he may see the waste that is going
on. Let a man drink on his own and he
soon tires of it. A man interested in the
irade in the OId Countrv interviewed
recently stated that, owing to anii-
shouting legislation. where they once took
hundreds of pounds they are now taking
only a few pounds. On his own testi-
mony liquor drinking, robbed of its social
element, loses its charm. The same
publican said that invariably when a
man came in for a drink on his own he
was content with the one drink, and did
ngt have a second. I am certain that we
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enn do a considerable amount of good
by amending the RBill in the direefion
suggested.  When we were first called
together we were told that this Bill was
among the most important we would
have fo consider and it is now proposed
to rugh il through without consideration.
I am nunite prepared to give any lime
that may be necessary to solve an equit-
able Bill that will put down the enemy
in our meidst and bring about an essentinl
reform.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN (South-East)
[7.20]: If Ministers are really desirous
of temperance reform they should have
accepted the amendments in the Contin-
uance Bill. At all evenis, if they had
felt bound to stand by the challenge to
that Bill whieh T understand was made
by the Minister in charge of if, could
they not have evolved something more
workable than this erude thing se:t up
fo us to-day? The Bill ulterly overrides
the most essential powers provided in the
Licensing Act, and yet makes no profes-
sion of amending that Aect, and contains
no saving clause to cover that duplicat-
ing of legislation. The Licensing Act
provides certain hours for the sale of
liquor. The Bill makes no provision for
amending the Act, but provides for the
fixing of entirely new times. Is that
the kind of Bill to send to this House 7
However, it is too late in the session to
follow the example set elsewhere and
indulge in what 1 eall quibbling, The
eourse 1 infend o pursue is this: T shall
vote for the second reading and, in Com-
mittee, [ hope that Mr. Colebatch will
move the amendments to ¢this Bill
which he moved to the Continuance Bill.
I will support him.  Whatever exeunse
there may have been for devolving the
responsibility of ihe Legislature on a
referendum of the people, it has passed
away.  There was something in taking
a vote in November to deal with the war
emergency, but to propose to postpone
it Lill May next, when, everybody hopes,
the war will be over and the emergency
passad. is an insult to the intelligence of
the people. Why should Parliament rve-
fuse to Taece its duty of legislating? Why
should members and, above all, Mintsters
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say, “We might offend the people if
we fix the hours; let us pass it on to a
referendum of the people.’’ Is there a
child at school so simple as ot to know
that a referendum of this kind would re-
sult in the most ridiculons anomalies?
What would happen? The country dis-
tricts would vote for an early hour of
closing; the City would vote for the pre-
sent hour, and the Goldfields, if the
schedule permitted it, would vote for no
closing at all. The result of a referen-
dum would be early cloging in the coun-
try districts, where the people have car-
ried out a reform themselves. T speak
from intimate knowledge of what is oc-
ewring in my own electorate, and T guar-
antee that therve is not one-half the
drinking fo-day in the country districts
that there was before the war. The peo-
ple have ecarried ont the reform them-
sclves, and where there is litfle or no
need for reform an early hour would be
carried; and we would have the absur-
dity of a man eoming from & country dis-
trict where the houses close at, say, 8
o’clock, into the City, where he ean
drink until 11 o’cleck, or, going to the
(Goldfields, where he ecould drink all the
time.

Hon. R. G. Ardagh: And pay for it.

Hon. J. F. CULLEN: The House has
good grounds for complaining of the
stultifving of  those very-carefully-
thought-out amendments in the Bill pre-
viously hefore us. T say that as gravely
as I can, The refusal of those amend-
ments and the sending up of this
erude measure does not commend
the question itself to the House.
However, I hope the House will
not he affected by the superficial
and unjust criticism levelled against
it from outside Pacliament. The
Continnance Bill, as returned to the As-
sembly from this House, represenled the
createst advanee in licensing reform that
has bheen aitempted in any part of Aus-
tralia. Nowhere else has ‘‘nine to nine’’
heen proposed and carried through the
Heuse of review, and nowhere else has
an anti-shouting clause been aceepted
with, praetieallv, unanimity. This
House is the real leader in licensing re-
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form. Yet what is the eriticism levelled
against 1t? It is that this House is up-
posed to hicensing reform. And the Mio-
isier who takes a point gratuitously to
get thrown out a Bill embodying those
advanced proposals of this House is the
Minister who leads those outside critics
to regard this House as a difficulty in
the way of licensing legistation. 1 say
this House is the advanced House of li-
censing reform. But it is logical in its
proposals. This House a few sessions
age earried an anti-barmaid elanse and
sent it to another place, where it was
thrown out without consideration. I
kope the Tlouse will not be inffuenced by
this superfieial eriticism from outside,
or by the erude action embodied in
the Bill, and that members will try to do
the right thing in licensing rveform; that
we shall put into the Bill the proposals
of Mr. Colebatch and that we shall add

to those proposals the anti-shouting
clause. It happened that I had the honor

of proposing it the other day, but I am
qutte willing to allow Mr. Holmes to
lake charge of it, merely advising lhim
to get the Parliamentary draftsman lo
let his light shine upon it. I may say
that if my own amendment was in a
somewhat skeleton-ike form, if T heard
Ale. Holmes reading aright, his awmwend-
ment erred on the other side.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Tt might have heen
my bad reading.

Hon. J. ¥, CULLEN: Or my bad hear-
ing. I am sure the Parliamenlary drafts-
mun would be very glad to put in into
form. No doubt the House will pass it
and we hope it will be accepted in an-
other place, and that the gentiemen who
are posing as leaders of licensing re-
form from outside this IIpuse will be
rational and ready to take the full re-
sponsibility for that reform. I hold it
utferly unworthy of the legislature to
postpone this question to May and yet
call it a war-time emergency measure.
It is unworthy of legislators to refuse to
take their proper responsibilities and to
make laws in the light of public opinion
which they ought to represent.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY (East) [5.32]:

1 move—

That the debate be adjourned until
the next sitting of the House.
Motion put and a division taken with
the following result—-

Ayes . . .. 15
Noes 5
Majority for .. .. 1o
AYEB.
ton, J, F. Allen Hon. W. Kingsmiil
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hen. R. J. Lynn
Hon. J. Carnell Hon, C. McKenzie
Han. J. F. Cullen Hon. W. Patrick
Hon, J. Duffell Hon. A. Sanderson
1Ton. ¥. Hametrsley Hon. A. J. H. Saw
Hon. J. J. Holmes Hon, F. Connor
Hon. a. G. Jeuklins {Teller).

Nogs.

Hou. G. 31 Sewell

Han. H. Millington
{Telter).

flon. R. G. Ardagh
Hon. H. Carson
Ion, J. M, Drew

Motion thus passed.

Sitting suspended from 535 to 5.50 p.m.

BILTL—PERMANENT RESERVES
(No. 2).
Second Rending,

Debate resumed from the 2nd Novem-
ber.

[Ton. H. P. COLEBATCH (East)
[8.30]): 1 am sorry this maiter should
eome on in the absence of the members
of the provinee who are interesied in
this Bill. I confess T know litile ahout
it. Tt seems to me that insufficient reason
has been advanced for the rassing of
the Bill. 1 undersiand the object of the
measure is Lo give the Government power
to grant a concession over a certain area
of a class A reserve to a South Ausira-
lian eompany for the purpese of making
cement. T have also been informed that
two Western .\ustralian companies de-
sirous of making cement in different
parts of the State have been negotiating
with the Government for quite a long
time, not asking for any particular eon-
cessions, but asking to be allowed to gel
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on with this work, 1 understand that
there is little opportunity for more than
vne company in this State, and if any
one company is given a concession in
front of the others it practically means
that athers must be shut out altogether,
As the case has been represenled to me—
1 know little about it myself, and would
liave preferred the members for the pro-
vinge interesied should have dealt with
this matfer—it is that two different local
comj.anies are endeavouring to gel the
permission of the Government to com-
mence cement-making, one at Lake Clif-
ton and one at Dongarra. In ihe case
of the Lake Clifton deposit, it was dis-
covered two years ago, and the people
interestet have been endeavouring ever
since to fix up matters with the Govern-
ment. I have been shown the ecorres-
pondence between the people interested
and the Government, from which it ap-
pears that & month or two ago the Gov-
ernment were on the point of coming to
some terms—it means no question of
granting a concession—and then, all of
a sudden, this South Australian company
comes on the seene. T have not looked
itlo this measure, I have been relying on
the members for the provinee to give it
consideration, but 1 understand the ob-
ject of the Bill is to enable the Govern-
ment o take a portion of a elass A
reserve and give over ihal poriion a con-
eession to a South Australian company
to make cement. For a long time loeal
people in the two eases T have mentioned.
the one at Lake Clifton and the one at
TDongarra, have heen negoliaiing with the
Giovernment for the purpose of getting
the right to use lands for the same pur-
pose, not in a eclass A reserve, but on
land over which the Govermment could
grant consent, A couple of monilis agn
the people interested thought they had
fixed up the matter with the Government,
and then these people from Senth Aus-
tralin turned np and the local people
have got no answer since. 1 do not know
what has heen done. Their applicalions
have heen hung up, and theze people from
South Australia are to be given a pre-
ference, which does not seem to me to
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hbe a right thing, particularly after the
way in which we see that these ecarpet
haggers, as Mr. Holmes has called them,
come aleng and seem to got the better
of the Government. I do not feel dis-
posed to make it easy for the Govern-
ment to grant this reserve to a South
Australian company unless it is shown
that negotiations with the local people
will not he prejudiced. I am sorry I do
not know more about this matter, but I
hope Parliament will not pass this Bill
in the absence of the members of the
provinee concerned.

On motion by Hon. F, Connor debate
adjourned.

SELECT COMMITTEE, MONEY
RBILLS PROCEDURE.
To adopt report.
Hon. W. KINGSMILL: (Metropoli-
tany [555]): Y move—
That the report of the select com-
mittee be adopled,
I do not propose to occupy more than a
few minutes of the time of this Chamber
on this question. Members know that the
position with regard to the considera-
tion of armendments to money Bills have
several times formed the basis of dis-
agreements between the two Chambers of
the Legislature, and these disagreements
have taken place in the class of Bills
which are not money Bills in what eould
he termed the true sense of the word.
But the disagreements have taken place
on non-financial classes of Bills which
happen to be called meney Bills, and
which are supposed to have financial
clanses contained therein. The Couneil
are desirous of making it impossible for
guch Bills io exist in the future; insofar
as an agreement has heen veached be-
tween the Committee of the two Houses,
ilis conelusion has been arrived at. They
are of opinion—both branches of the
Legislature—that steps should be taken
to make any Bill that ecomes before the
Legislature either a money Bill or not,
so that it is recognisable at the first
glance. In order that this may be done,
the committce recommend that the pro-
cedure which is adopted under the Fed-
eral Constitution should be adopfed in



[18 Noveamer, 1913.]

this State, tbat is, tbat a Bill dealing
with the finapces such as an appropria-
tion of revenue or loan, or the imposi-
tion of tlaxation, should deal with that
subject only and not contain adminis-
{rative clanses which might be Lable to
amendment, and over which disputes might
arise, because it may be maintained that
such clauses are clauses of money Bills.
We have not far te go to find instances
in local Jegislation where ibis prineiple
has been adopted. I will refer members
to the two Bills under which the land
and income taxes are imposed and eol-
lected in tbis State, Members know that
what is known ag the Land and Income
Tax Assessment Aet is purely 2 machi-
nery measure, It contains the principles
and directions to the department to eol-
lect the revenne from those concerned.
On the other hand, what is called =
purely money Bill is the liftle Bill which
we pass from year to year imposing the
tax. That prineiple is embodied in the
Federal Constitution, that Bills appro-
priating revenue or loan funds, or im-
posing taxation, shall deal with finance

"only and that other subjects shall be
dealt with in a separale Bill. Under the
procedure recommended hy the select

commiltee a money Bill would be a
measure sueh as we have before us now
dealing with the Revenue Estimates and
the Loan Estimates. In the proposed Bill
whieh the ecommittes recommend shonld
be introduced at as carly a date as pos-
sible, Bills to impose taxation are dealt
with as follows—

Bills imposing taxation shall deal
only with the imposition of taxation
and any provision therein dealing with
any other matter shall be of no effect
and shall deal with one subject of taxa-
tion only.

If the deliberations of the two commit-
tees had stopped at that stage, the com-
mitlee of the Couneil think that an ad-
mirable conclusion would have been ar-
rived at, but unfortunately the commit-
tee of another plaece wished to introdnce
pn amendment which would have the ef-
feet of perpetnating this very class of
Bills, over which all the trouble has oe-
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curred, and which we desire to get rid
of. As a disagreement bas occurred, it
only remains for the two ecommittees to
recommend, as they have recommended,
and which recommendation I hope will
be endorsed by the House, that so much
of the deliberations of the committees as
have resulted in an agreement shall be
embodied in the Bill, a draft of which
is published wijlh the report and that the
other part of the deliberations, that is the
perpetuaiion of this class of bybrid Bill
shall be left to the diseretion and
decision of Parliament. If, therefore,
a draft Bill is introduced to this
House — whieh is not probable —it
will have clauses dealing only with
what is dealt with under the draft
Bill which hon. members have be-
fore them, and I presure in that case, if
another place thought fit so to do, they
would introduce clauges rendering it pos-
sible for the existence of these hybrid
Bills which I have sought to deprecate
in the eyes of hon. members. If however
a Bill were introduced in another place,
then I presume it would be the draft
Bill with the addition of the eclauses
I allude to, and when such Bill
came before this House, the offend-
ing clauses would be struck out.
I hope an agreement will be arrived
at between the Houses on the hasis laid
down in the draft Bill, and if hon. mem-
bers will suppert the draft Bill, a great
deal of friction whieh bas arisen at dif-
ferent times between the two branches of
the Legislature will cease in the future.
I have every confidence in commending
the report for the acceptance of hon.
members, and T sincerely hope and trust
that some decision will be arrived at
which will make the relations between
the two Honses more easy running in the
future than has been the case in the
past. There are enough points of differ-
ence, enough avenues of disagreement
between the two Houses without adding
to them, and if we can place, so to speak,
a little lobricant on the various points of
frietion, I think the committees will not
have sat in vain.
Question put and passed,
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ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Dvew—Central) [6.5]: When T
moved in the direction of extending the
hours of sitting, I slated that 1 would
not ask lion. members to sit on Friday
anless it was absolutely necessary. 1t
will be necessary for Lhe House fo meet
to-morrow. The Legislative Assembly
has practically cleared i{s Notice Paper
and will be waiting for business from
this House. It is necessary that the Sale
of Liquor Régulation Bill should be eon-
sidered as quickly as possible, and also
the Appropriation Bill and Loan Bill,
Therefore, I move—

Thal the House at its rising adjourn
until 3 pan, lo-morrow.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCI (East)
[6.8]: I do noi think the leader of the
Nouse has given adequate reasons why
we should sit on Friday as well as on the
ordinary sitting days. We arc now only
in the middle of November. It has not
been customary in the past for Parlia-
ment to go inlo recess unlil just before
Christmas, and it seems {o me it is our
“duty to sit as long as there is imporfant
busimess to transact. There is one im-
portant reason why Parliament shonld
not rush into recess. There is a matter
of extreme importance to the whole of
Wesltern Australia at the present mo-
ment awaiting decision, and that is {he
arrangement to be made belween the
Commanwealth and the State Govern-
ments in regard to the marketing of Aus-
tralian wheat. The defails of that scheme
have not yet been finally agreed fo unless
ihe Minister has had word fo-day. I do
not think that the Minister is in (he
position to say that when arrangemenis
are finally made it will not be necessary
to infroduce State legislation in order
that the scheme may work salisfactorily,
and in order that the inleresis of the
producers may be protected. T am
strongly inclined to think that legisla-
tion will be neeessary, and it seems im-
perative that Parliament should continue
in session uniil we know all ahout the
arrangements ade for marketing the
wheat. 8o far as T am personally con-
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cerned—although it is a matter of some
inconvenience for me to remain here—
I would cherfully give up my time if
[ were satisfied there was necessity for
doing so. It seems to me that Parlia-
ment. must sit next week, and unless the
leader of the House can give us a stronger
reason for sitting to-morrow, I think he
s unnecessarily imposing upon members
in asking them to meet on Friday.

The COLONIAL SECRETATRY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central—in reply) [6.10]:
It seems to me from the remarks of the
hon. member that he is attempling to
direct the policy of the Government and
the work of another place. He wanls to
sit next week in order to discuss the
whent guestion. Some weeks ago, when
T was meoving to exlend the howrs of
gitting, I also stated that I intended io
move for an extension of the sifting days
and T would ask members to sit on Fri-
day whenever it was necessary to do so.
f had the word “Friday” inserted in the
motion, but it was removed by the Clerk
Asgsistant of the House, who con-
sidered it was unnecessary, as I eould
move on Thursday that the sitting be
adjourned until Friday, and that is what
T now ask the House to do. There
was no necessity whatever for the ad-
jonrnment of the debate on the Sale of
Tiguor Regulation Bill to-day, hecause
the measure has already heen before this
House.

Hon. V. Hamersley: There is a big
meeting to-night.

The COLONIATL, SECRETARY: To-
morrow would have heen an opportune
lime to consider that Bill, and seeing that
another place has got lhrough all its
business and is waiting for Bills from
{his House, it i3 an unfair attitude for
members to adopt to ask that the sitting
should be adjourned unfil next Tuesday.

Hon. J. F. Cullen: We cannot finish
to-morrow by any wmeans.

Question put and a division taken with
the following rasult—

Ayes .. .. .. 9
Noes .- .. .. 12

Majority against .. 3
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ATES
Tlon. R G. Ardagh ' Hon, W. Kingamill
1lon. F. Conoor Hon. R. J. Lyon
Homn. J. Cornell Hon. H. Millingtan
Hon, J. M. Drew Hon. G. M. Fewell
Hon. J. Duffell { Teller).

NoES,
Hon. 1. P, Allen IHen. A. G. Jenkins
Heon. C. F. Baxier Hon. C. McKenzle
Hon. H. Carsoen Hen. W. Patrick
Hon. H. P. Colebatch Hon A. I H. Saw
Hon. J. F. Cullen Hon A. Sanderson
Hon. V. Hamersley (Teller.)

Hen. J. J. Holmes

Question thus negatived.

House adjourned at 6.12 p.m,

Legislative Hssembly,

Thursday, 18th November, 1913,

Paore

Questlons :  Wheat harvest, arrangements for
hapdling .. 2581
Fremantle Harpour Trust. Annual report. 2582

Papers presented 2582

Bills : Licensing Act Amendment Conhnunnce.
Council’s Messoge 2582
Sale of Liquor Regulatlon, Councii's hlessage 2585
8ale of Lijuor Re;,ulnlion (\o 2), all
stnges “ .. 2386
Road Closure, returned .. .. 2089
Land Act Amendment. Council’s” amend-
ments .. o .. 2589

The SPEAKER took the Chair al 3
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION — WHEAT HARVEST,
ARRANGEMENTS FOR HAND-
LING.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (without
notiee) asked the Minister for Agrieul-
fure: Whether he can make a slatement
to the House with rezard to the arrange-
mwents made for the bandling of the
harvest so that the producers and others
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interested may know exactly what they
hare to look forward to.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: 1
fquite recognise thal things are somewhai
unsatisfactory owing to the fact that the
harvest is now heing reaped and the
farmers are not in a position to know
definitely what is going to happen. For
that the Governmeni are noi responsible.
The work of formulating the seheme was
not eompleted in Melbourne when it be-
eame necessary for me to return to this
Stale, and the hest I could do was to
leave Mr. Sutton, who had nceompanied
me, in Melbourne to assist in finally com-
pleting the details of the scheme. Sinece
then T have been in close toueh with Mr.’
Sutton. The conference is still sitting,
it is sitting to-day. TUntil the work is
completed it will be impossible for me
to make a definite statemenit in rezard
to it. This morning the matter was con-
sidered by Cabinet, when the Premier
pointed out the necessity for the making
of a statement so as to relieve the exist-
ing uncertainty. It was then decided
that I should notify the Chamber that in
the event of the House not being sitling
at the time the completed seheme came
to hand we would eall members together
in order to explain the scheme, or
alternatively, if that could not be done,
I should make a stafement through the
Press.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN: T assume
the Minister is not yet in a position to
judge whether legislalion will be neces-
sary. Tt may be necessary for us to pass
some machinery Bill in eonneetion with
the scheme when it is decided upon. I
suppose the Minister is not in a position
lo say anything about that?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS : Tt
may be considered necessary to pass
legislation. Only this momning I wired
to Mr. Hughes. pointing out that in
Western Australia we had no machinery
—we had the machinery unfil another
place removed it—and that the only way
we can put the scheme info operation
will be by Federal action. T have ex-
plained to Mr. Hughes that if any legis-
lative action becomes necessary the Com-



